
100 Best Books for Children in Years 6 and 
upwards 

Take a look at our pick of the best books for 12-14 year 
olds from the last 100 years. Click on the picture of the 
book to find out more about the story. Select the link to 
find the other books in the top 100 for 12-14 year olds. 

[You can also find out about our best books for 9-11 year olds and vote for your favourites.] 

 

 

Watership Down 
by Richard Adams 

 

 

 

 

Noughts and Crosses 
by Malorie Blackman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 
by John Boyne 

 

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/teenagers/booklists/244/
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/children/booklists/243/
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/programmes/primary/childrens-book-week/100-best-books/
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/view/33348
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/view/28476
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/view/25439
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/view/33348
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/view/28476
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/view/25439
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/view/33348
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/view/28476
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/view/25439
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/view/33348
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/view/28476
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/view/25439


 

 

The Fellowship Of The Ring 
by J R R Tolkien 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hunger Games 
by Suzanne Collins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Graveyard Book 
by Neil Gaiman 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Maggot Moon 
by Sally Gardner 

 

 

 

The Owl Service 
by Alan Garner 
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Coram Boy 
by Jamila Gavin 

 

 

 

 

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time 
by Mark Haddon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stormbreaker 
by Anthony Horowitz 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Kite Rider 
by Geraldine McCaughrean 

 

 

 

 

 

The Knife of Never Letting Go 
by Patrick Ness 
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Life: An Exploded Diagram 
by Mal Peet 

 

 

 

 

 

Northern Lights 
by Philip Pullman 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ruby in the Smoke 
by Philip Pullman 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mortal Engines 
by Philip Reeve 

 

 

 

How I Live Now 
by Meg Rosoff 
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