
 

 

Brilliant Beginnings  

 
Make an Antarctic landscape collage 
Introduce the book, Shackleton’s Journey as a class reader 
Create an Explorer’s journal (link back to Polar Bear 
Explorer’s club) 

Learning Challenges (‘The Big Question’ and subsidiary questions/challenges 
Who explored Antarctica and why? How has exploring changed throughout history? 

 What would you bring on an Antarctic expedition (early 20thC vs now?) 

 Why would anyone go to the South Pole/ explore Antarctica? 

 When was the Great Age of Polar Exploration?  

 Who was Ernest Shackleton and what did he do?  

 Was Ernest Shackleton a success or a failure? 

 Was Shackleton a good leader? 

 What animals live in polar regions and how do they survive in the extreme cold? 

Milestone 2- Need, Greed and Glory 
Year 4 History – Explorers 1- Polar Explorers 

Subject – History Milestone 2             
Investigate and interpret the past 
• Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past. 
• Suggest suitable sources of evidence for historical enquiries. 
• Use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry in order to gain a more accurate understanding of 
history. 
• Describe different accounts of a historical event, explaining some of the reasons why the accounts may differ. 
• Suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes in history. 
Build an overview of world history 
• Compare some of the times studied with those of other areas of interest around the world. 
Understand chronology 
• Place events, artefacts and historical figures on a time line using dates. 
• Understand the concept of change over time, representing this, along with evidence, on a time line. 
• Use dates and terms to describe events. 
Communicate historically• Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including: • dates • time period  • 
era  • change  • chronology. 
• Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to a good standard in order to communicate information about the 
past. 
Interleaving Opportunities 
Links to Geog- Volatile Earth and Invaders topics from elsewhere in Milestone 2. Links to animals and Habitats in 
M1 and adaptation in M3 Science.  Metacognitive development. Quizzes. Maths- timelines and chronology 
Mapwork- GEOG 
 

Learning Activities 

 I think. I know/ I wonder continuous activity developing over the term (CROSS CURRICULAR) 

 Solids, Liquids and gases investigation (SCIENCE) 

 Source work using multiple sources (biographical writing, diary entries, biopics) (HISTORY,READING) 

 Historical vocabulary work (READING, ENGLISH) Glossary work (READING) 

 Progressive diary entries for a Polar Explorer (WRITING, READING, HISTORY) 

 Timeline of Shackleton’s Endurance expedition (HISTORY, MATHS) 

 Biography of Ernest Shackleton (ENGLISH) 

 Compare Shackleton and Ben Saunders; expeditions (HISTORY) 

 Create a good luck charm and accompanying letter for a character in a novel (READING, WRITING, 
ART) 

 Create a factfile about a Polar animal (SCIENCE) 

 Create a footprint stencil and print of a polar animal (ART, DT, SCIENCE) 

 Temperature work (MATHS) 

 Ice Floe collages (ENGLISH, ART) 
 

SMSC/RE:  Advent, P4C leadership,  

Fabulous Finish 
 
Survival diary monologues recorded over 
images- video to go on website 

Pre-Learning Challenge 

 
Find the Polar regions on the Globe and 
using an Atlas 
Find Five Facts about Antarctica 
 

Subject – Art/DT Milestone 2  
Develop ideas 
Develop ideas from starting points throughout the curriculum. 
• Collect information, sketches and resources. 
• Adapt and refine ideas as they progress. 
• Explore ideas in a variety of ways. 
• Comment on artworks using visual language. 
Master techniques- focus- collage and printing 

 Use a combination of visual and tactile ideas 

 Combine different materials in different ways  

 Make specific choices between different processes and materials  

 Select and arrange materials for a striking 

 effect. 

 Ensure work is precise. 

 Use coiling, overlapping, tessellation, mosaic and montage. 

  Create and combine shapes to create 

 recognisable forms (e.g. shapes made from 

 nets or solid materials). 

  Include texture that conveys feelings, 

 expression or movement. 

 Use clay and other mouldable materials. 

 Add materials to provide interesting detail 
Design, make, evaluate improve 
Cut materials accurately and safely by selecting appropriate tools. 
• Measure and mark out to the nearest millimetre. 
• Apply appropriate cutting and shaping techniques that include cuts 
within the perimeter of the material (such as slots or cut outs). 
• Select appropriate joining techniques. 
• Create series and parallel circuits 
Design with purpose by identifying opportunities to design. 
• Make products by working efficiently (such as by carefully selecting 
materials). 
• Refine work and techniques as work progresses, continually evaluating 
the product design. 
 

Subject – Science Milestone 2 
Work scientifically 

 Ask relevant questions.• Set up simple, practical 
enquiries and comparative and fair tests. 

• Make accurate measurements using standard 
units, using a range of equipment, e.g. thermometers 
and data loggers. 
• Gather, record, classify and present data in a variety of 
ways to help in answering questions. 
• Record findings using simple scientific 
language, drawings, labelled diagrams, bar charts and 
tables. 
• Report on findings from enquiries, including oral and 
written explanations, displays or presentations of results 
and conclusions. 
• Use results to draw simple conclusions and 
suggest improvements, new questions and predictions 
for setting up further tests. 
• Identify differences, similarities or changes related to 

simple, scientific ideas and processes. 

• Use straightforward, scientific evidence to 
answer questions or to support their findings. 

Chemistry- States of Matter  

• Compare and group materials together, according to 
whether they are solids, liquids or gases. 

• Observe that some materials change state when they 
are heated or cooled, and measure the temperature at 
which this happens in degrees Celsius (°C), building on 
their teaching in mathematics. 

• Identify the part played by evaporation 
and condensation in the water cycle and associate 
the rate of evaporation with temperature. 

Subject –Music 
UKELELE + LEAN ON ME- 
CHARANGA 
Describe Music 
Use the terms: duration, 
timbre, pitch, beat, tempo, 
texture and use of silence to 
describe music. 
Perform 
Compose and perform melodic 
songs. Sing from memory with 
accurate pitch  
 

Vocabulary 
Biography; primary source; secondary source 
 

Antarctica; Arctic; Equator; freezing; glacier; iceberg; ice floe; ice shelf; North Pole; 
pancake ice; South Pole; temperature; avalanche, ablation, accumulation, Beaufort scale 
Hypothermia; frostbite; insulation; thermal 

 
 

 

Writing: 

 Diary writing – danger/adventure focus 

 Biographical Writing 

 Non chronological report writing 

 Revisit explanations from VOLATILE EARTH 
 


