
Bold Beginnings – Non-

Fantastic Plastic

Design and create a front 

cover page using single-use 

plastics.

The Big Question – 

So… What’s the problem with plastic?

 What is the impact of over using plastic having on the world?

 How has this affected global warming and the rising sea levels?

 How could you sort a range of materials?

 What is the difference between a reversible and irreversible change?

Yr 5 Milestone 3: ‘Green Planet’ – Non-Fantastic Plastic

Subject – Geography

 Name and locate some of the countries, cities, seas and oceans of the world and their human and physical 

characteristics (North and South America) and how they change over time.

 Understand some of the reasons for geographical similarities and difference between some countries.  

 Describe how locations around the world are changing and explain some of the reasons for the change.

 Describe how some of the countries and geographical regions are interconnected and interdependent.

 Investigate the impact of plastic on our oceans.

Learning Activities

 Know what plastic is and why it is a problem 

 Test materials for their properties.

 Create a timeline of key events in history of plastic.

 Label a map to show what happens to the waste.

 Write a leaflet about the impact of plastic on marine life.

 Think about simple swaps we can make, and ways we can reduce our use of plastic.

 Design a poster about ways to reduce plastic.

 Recall that some materials will dissolve in water and some won’t.

 Explain what reversible and irreversible changes are and give examples of each.

 Test ways to separate mixtures .

 Explain renewable and non-renewable sources of energy.

 Present to the other children in the school about ways to reduce plastic.

SMSC: Multicultural heritage, diversity, environmental responsibility, spirituality, aspirations for our future selves.

Fabulous Finish

To present a speech with a 

PowerPoint to another class in 

school to use less plastic.

Pre-Learning task:

Present the children with a range of facts 

about plastic, some of which will be true and 

some false. Children to organise statements 

into true or false.  

Subject – Science

 Compare and group together everyday materials based on their properties, including their 

hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity, and response to magnets.

 Test materials to see if they are good insulators.

 Know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution, and describe how to recover 

a substance from a solution.

 Use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be separated, 

including through filtering, sieving and evaporating.

 Demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes. 

 Explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, and that this kind of 

change is not usually reversible.

Subject – Art/DT

Create and innovate a moving 

picture or toy.

Experiment with combinations of 

materials and techniques.

Choose the appropriate technique 

for the desired paint effect.

Plan the order of work by thinking 

ahead.

Work in a safe way.

Evaluate the product made. 

Vocabulary

Plastic, pollution, waste, natural 

resources, exports, trade, 

equator, hemisphere, biome, 

vegetation belt, ocean, marine, 

global warming, recycling, 

consequences, insulating, 

solubility, permeable, 

translucent, absorbent, 

reflective, flexible.

PE

Develop and improve fitness 

levels across a 6 week period.

RE: demonstrate an understanding of the covenants that God has made. 


