
Brilliant Beginnings  - Through 
the Keyhole – Victorians 
Bring in your own toy – talking and showing 
your friends about why it’s special/why you 
like it?

Strangers Hall - Wed 26th Feb

Learning Challenges (‘The Big Question’ and subsidiary questions/challenges
Who lives in a house like this?

Have toys always been the same? What are toys made of? What are your favourite toys? What was life like 
for children in Victorian times? How is Victorian times different to now? Who was Queen Victoria? What 
types of homes did Victorians live in? How are they different to now and to caves?

Topic – Through the Keyhole 
(Victorians)

Subject - History
Milestone 1 

Identify old and new from pictures

Observe and handle artefacts (evidence) and use this to ask and answer 
questions. 

Identify some of the different ways the past has been represented.

Place events and artefacts in order on a timeline and label past, present, older, 
newer.

Describe significant people from the past (Queen Victoria)

Learning Activities
Identify Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth (young and old) and their homes.
Look at Victorian toys and ask questions about them.
Add to our timeline. 
Read and story map the Steadfast Tin Soldier 
Descriptive writing based on the Steadfast Tin Soldier 
Wanted poster based on the Rat from the story. 
Retell the story/sections. 
Descriptions of own toys using the word because. 
Sequence the Steadfast Tin Soldier. 
Fold paper in 3 sections and draw one theme (e.g toys, cooking, sleeping, clothes) from 
Caves/Victorians/Now. 
Look at painting of Victorian – predict what the rest of the house would look like. Ask questions about the 
house.
Guess the object.
Geffrye Museum – virtual tour.
Writing about Victorian objects (e.g potty) say what they were used for a draw a picture. 
Bring in pictures of their own home to compare and contrast - Basic description Terraced house. 

Fabulous Finish

Gressenhall Trip. 

Pre-Learning Challenge
Identify if the children know who the 
Queen is? Have they heard of the 
Victorians? Queen Victorian? Show 
pictures of Victorian chn with toys and 
children to come up with things they 
want to find out. 

Subject – Art
Milestone 1  - Kate Greenaway
Describe the work of notable artists. 

Drawing – draw lines of different sizes and thicknesses

Show pattern and texture by shading

Use and investigate a variety of tactile materials

Cut materials safely using tools

Demonstrate a range of cutting and shaping techniques: tearing, folding, cutting

Design products that a clear purpose and intended user.

Using thick and thin brushes.

Design and make artefacts

Vocabulary

A long time ago, recently, years, decades, centuries, past, present, older 
and newer, terraced, washing dolly, washboard, iron, potty, oil lamp, toy 
solider, cup and ball, whip and top, stuffed bear, yoyo, slate and chalk, 
carbolic soap, mangle, scrubbing brush, Victorians.

Writing: Lost in a Toy Museum – David 
Lucas / The Steadfast Tin Soldier/ Dogger 
– Shirley Hughes

Story writing: Steadfast Tin Soldier 
(descriptions) 

Wanted poster.  Biff and Chip – 
Victorian book.


