
What you need to know…



We might be worried about…

or…

or serious stress



 To hold schools accountable for the achievement of 
their pupils

 To publish results in league tables so that parents are 
aware of standards 

 To inform parents of children’s attainment and 
progress

 Tests establish what children can do on one day –not 
all of the time.



End of Key Stage test for 11–year–olds

What will the tests cover?

 Reading, grammar, punctuation &  spelling (GPS),  mathematics

How long are the tests?

 Five and a half to six hours altogether

When are the tests?

 The tests are on set days in the week commencing the 9th May.

What will the teacher assessment cover?

 Writing, Maths, Reading, Science, Speaking & Listening



 A new national curriculum was introduced in 2014. 
As a result, the Standards and Testing Agency (STA) 
has changed the tests so that they assess the new 
curriculum. 

 Pupils will take the new tests for the first time in May 
2016. 

 As part of the national curriculum review, levels have 
been abolished. 

 Schools will no longer be reporting levels at the end 
of the year, instead every pupil registered will receive:
◦ a raw score (number of raw marks awarded)
◦ a scaled score
◦ confirmation of whether or not they attained the national 

standard
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 Scaled scores are used all over the world. 

 The national curriculum tests are designed to 
be as similar as possible year on year, but 
slight differences in difficulty will occur 
between years. 

 Scaled scores maintain their meaning over 
time so that two pupils achieving the same 
scaled score on two different tests will have 
demonstrated the same attainment. 



 A pupil’s scaled score will be based on their raw 
score. 

 The raw score is the total number of marks a pupil 
receives in a test, based on the number of questions 
they answered correctly. 

 The pupil’s raw score will be translated into a scaled 
score using a conversion table.

 A pupil who achieves the national standard will have 
demonstrated sufficient knowledge in the areas 
assessed by the tests. 

 This will mean that they are well placed to succeed 
in the next phase of their education. 



SATs will take place in the week beginning Monday 
9th May.

Monday 9 May 2016 English reading test, 

Tuesday 10 May 2016 English grammar, punctuation and spelling test - short 
answer questions and spelling test

Wednesday 11 May 2016 Mathematics, Paper 1 arithmetic test. 
Paper 2 reasoning.

Thursday 12 May 2016 Mathematics, Paper 3, reasoning.

Weeks commencing 6 June 
and 13 June 2016

Key stage 2 science sampling test period.



Children need to manage their time and become very good 
at skimming and scanning



Sample Reading Questions



Secure use of written methods will be essential.







 This year, marks will be deducted if sentences are not punctuated with full 
stops and capitals or if the capital letter does not look like a capital letter! 
Furthermore, if capital letters are wrongly included, they will also not 
receive a mark for that answer. 

 Upper and lower case letters must be clear.





All pupils who are registered at maintained schools in England and are at 
the end of key stage 2 will be eligible to be selected to take part in the 
key stage 2 science sampling test.



 There is no written ‘test’ as such.

 Writing judgements are based on teacher assessment only but 
may be moderated by local authority representatives.

 Throughout the year we have been, and will continue to, assess 
the children’s writing. 

 This continues until May when Teacher Assessments will be 
submitted

 It is hoped that most children will fall into the following 
categories.



Through teacher assessment, all different areas 
of writing are assessed.
These include:
 sentence structure
 punctuation
 organisation (paragraphs)
 imaginative, interesting and thoughtful style
 vocabulary



 using paragraphs to organise ideas
 describing settings and characters
 using some cohesive devices* within and across 

sentences and
 paragraphs
 using different verb forms mostly accurately
 using co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions
 using capital letters, full stops, question marks, 

exclamation marks,
 commas for lists and apostrophes for contraction 

mostly correctly
 spelling some words correctly, including common 

exception words
 producing legible joined handwriting.



 creating atmosphere, and integrating dialogue to convey character 
and advance the action

 selecting vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect the 
level of formality required mostly correctly

 using a range of cohesive devices*, including adverbials, within and 
across sentences and paragraphs

 using passive and modal verbs mostly appropriately

 using a wide range of clause structures, sometimes varying their 
position within the sentence

 using adverbs, preposition phrases and expanded noun phrases 
effectively to add detail, qualification and precision

 using inverted commas, commas for clarity, and punctuation for 
parenthesis mostly correctly, and making some correct use of semi-
colons, dashes, colons and hyphens

 spelling most words correctly, including common exception words

 maintaining legibility, fluency and speed in handwriting through 
choosing whether or not to join specific letters.



 managing shifts between levels of formality 
through selecting vocabulary precisely and by 
manipulating grammatical structures

 selecting verb forms for meaning and effect
 using the full range of punctuation taught at 

key stage 2, including colons and semi-
colons to mark the boundary between 
independent clauses, mostly correctly



 For the Reading, GPS and Mathematics tests you will 
receive:
 a raw score (number of raw marks awarded)

 a scaled score

 confirmation of whether or not they attained the national standard

 For writing you will be told if your child is:
 working within the expected range of attainment for his/her age

 working below 

 working towards 

 working beyond



 Ensure your child reads a range of books 
regularly

 Talk about what they have read
 Encourage instant recall of times tables and 

basic number bonds
 Ensure homework is completed using accurate 

spelling, clear handwriting and accurate use of 
basic punctuation as a minimum

 Use revision programmes, such as BBC 
Bitesize, CGP Revision books

 Encourage effort and be positive  




